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Monday, June 12, 2006

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Mr. Speaker, this is a
landmark day in the history of the United
States Congress.

On this day, the man who leads our West
Virginia delegation with such energy, integrity,
and effectiveness becomes the longest-serv-
ing member in the history of the United States
Senate. It is a great honor for me to join my
colleagues in saluting this latest record
achievement of our senior Senator, the Honor-
able ROBERT C. BYRD.

The distinguished career of Senator BYRD is
well-known to those of us who are so fortu-
nate to serve with him and to learn from him.
He is a master of the legislative process, a
strong defender of our Democratic institutions,
a great intellect on policy issues, a constant
voice of clarity and of reason.

And, most important of all, he is an unwav-
ering champion of the people he was elected
to serve: the citizens of West Virginia. He
never fails to give his very best to them. It is
this lifetime of faithful service that has created
such an amazing bond between Senator BYRD
and the people of the mountain State—a bond
built on trust, respect and a deep gratitude for
all that he accomplishes on our behalf.

So on this day—his 17,327th as the Senator
from West Virginia—I call upon my colleagues
to salute Senator ROBERT C. BYRD on this ex-
traordinary milestone. We are honored, in-
deed, to serve alongside such a gifted and ac-
complished leader.

————
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Debbie Dauenhauer for her outstanding
service to the community of Laughlin, Nevada
as a member of the Laughlin Town Advisory
Board.

Debbie served on the Advisory Board from
1999-2006, and served as the chairperson for
2 years. She has also served as a member of
Rotary International, Kiwanis International, the
Colorado Food Bank and the Close Closet
Board of Directors.

In 2002, Debbie was selected as the
Laughlin Citizen of the Year.

As a strong proponent for animal protection,
Debbie has worked with numerous charities,
civic organizations, and local private animal
shelters. Debbie also began a campaign to
place warning signs around Laughlin, to pre-
vent people from leaving their animals in the
car during the summer months. She also has
helped rescue countless animals as well as
homeless men and women in need of assist-
ance in her community.

Debbie was also member of the Southern
Nevada Transit Coalition’s Board of Directors.
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While representing Laughlin, she worked hard
to see the coalition deliver superb bus service
to the community. Debbie also initiated a
move to build a truck ramp on SR 163 and
Casino Drive, to prevent large trucks from
having to cross the intersection in order to
minimize accidents. She later became an offi-
cer of the board of directors and was ap-
pointed to the executive director position.

Debbie has been a model citizen to the city
of Laughlin and | am grateful for the oppor-
tunity | have had to bring attention to her re-
markable benefit to the community.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize
Debbie Dauenhauer on the floor of the House.
| commend her for her continued service to
the residents of Laughlin, Nevada.

—————
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to give well-deserved recognition to Joel
M. Carp, who is retiring this month as the
Senior Vice President for Community Services
and Government Relations of the Jewish Fed-
eration/Jewish United Fund of Metropolitan
Chicago.

Joel Carp has been serving the people of
my district and lllinois for over 30 years. As a
social worker taught to help individuals deal
with problems and gain opportunity, he has
also used his professional training to promote
policies and initiatives that will serve many,
many people whom he will never meet face-
to-face.

Joel Carp is a tireless and passionate advo-
cate. It doesn’t matter whether someone is na-
tive-born or an immigrant, Jewish or not,
young or old—he is there to provide assist-
ance. For over three decades, he has fought
to create services to meet the health, housing,
nutrition and other needs of lllinois residents.

At the Jewish Federation, he is responsible
for projects like Chicago’s Jewish Refugee Re-
settlement Program and Project EZRA (Serv-
ices for the Homeless, Chronically Mentally I
and Economically Disadvantaged). He serves
on the lllinois Department of Human Services’
Family Self Sufficiency Council, the Gov-
ernor’'s Families and Children Leadership Sub-
Cabinet, and the Lt. Governor's Ethnic Affairs
Council.

Joel Carp is also a force for change at the
national level, where he has worked with OMB
Watch, Independent Sector, and the National
Immigration Forum and for policies to improve
health and employment opportunities. And
somehow he finds the time to publish, teach
and mentor.

Joel Carp is a dynamo whose actions are
directed to improving people’s lives and the
strength of our community. We have been for-
tunate to be able to benefit from his skills, his
passion, his commitment and his compassion.
While | know that he will continue those efforts
even after his retirement this month, | want to
take this time to recognize his extraordinary
accomplishments and to thank him for his ex-
cellent work on behalf of everyone in the 9th
Congressional District and for this personal
friendship.
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Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, what do you get
when you multiply the power of the beacon by
the strength of a workhorse by the steadiness
of an anchor: ROBERT C. BYRD? We can cele-
brate his length of service today but we will al-
ways prosper more from his daily leadership
for West Virginia over these past years.

We celebrate that definition of Senator
BYRD, today as he becomes the longest serv-
ing Senator in the history of the Republic.

Today, June 12, 2006, marks a record
17,327th day ROBERT C. BYRD has served in
the United States Senate. While we desire to
mark this milestone and unrivaled achieve-
ment with celebration, | suspect the senior
Senator from West Virginia will spend this day
as he has every day for the past 48 years—
by going to work to improve and enrich the
lives of the people of West Virginia and ar-
dently defending the Constitution of the United
States.

In total, Senator BYRD has served this Na-
tion nearly 54 years in the U.S. Capitol. Sen-
ator BYRD served three terms in this body be-
fore being elected to the Senate. Here on the
House side, in Statuary Hall the old House
Chamber, overlooking all, stands sentinel,
Clio, the Muse of History, in a winged chariot,
a symbol of the passing of time. There to wit-
ness and record the history of the Republic for
future generations.

Time does tell all, Mr. Speaker. That is why
today is so significant. Time trumpets talent,
but talent ultimately triumphs over time. Sen-
ator BYRD’s time here is a direct measurement
of his talent, witnessed by the wisdom of the
people of West Virginia who have returned
him to serve again time after time. Democ-
racies breed talent. The time of tenure vali-
dates talent.

| send words of congratulations and comfort
to my Senator on this day, as | know it marks
above all the birthday of his lovely and be-
loved Erma, who recently left us to rest eter-
nally with our Lord in Heaven.

It remains one of my life’s great privileges to
serve with a man | consider a mentor and
friend. | have never seen a greater example of
a public servant and | have attempted to emu-
late my service after his.

Senator BYRD has been an architect of ad-
vancement for our state; the influence of his
steady leadership over the past five decades
can be seen from the hills to the valleys, from
our towns and villages to our cities.

And it is with great excitement that | look
forward to the continued service of West Vir-
ginia’s senior Senator. For that is the brilliance
of ROBERT C. BYRD—always with his stern
gaze firmly fixed on the future, a better, more
prosperous, more secure future for West Vir-
ginia and all America.

As a beacon you will continue to shine your
light of advancement and progress across our
entire State and Nation; as a workhorse you
will continue to spend each day of your serv-
ice dedicated to providing your people oppor-
tunities for prosperity; as an anchor you will
continue to steady our land while giving gen-
erations of West Virginians and Americans
hope, faith, and prosperity.
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